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LITHUANIAN WRITTEN DISCOURSE: PARTICIPIAL PRONOUNS
REFERRING TO ADDRESSEE

Summary

The article discusses the variations of spelling of participial pronouns referring to
another person in the Lithuanian written discourse. Next to the usual spelling Tu/Jus based
on the traditional stylistic capitalization, the model of spelling where the pronoun referring
to the addressee starts with a lower-case letter fu/jis exists as well. The reference to a
dialogue partner and the way it is presented are an essential communication detail; therefore,
naturally, the likely reasons, directions and effects of the current tendencies of varying
spelling of participial pronouns in direct discourses are linked with the conception of the
category of PERSON itself.

The article reviews the models of perception of participial pronouns proposed in
linguistic descriptions and discusses the levels of communication of ONE PERSON’S
relationship to ANOTHER in which the interlocutors find themselves when using the forms
of the same pronoun which are differently coded in writing. It is normal in the Lithuanian
written tradition to add prominence to the person by capitalising the participial pronoun
referring to the interlocutor. It is a way to show the attitude to ANOTHER PERSON based on

mutual understanding.
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